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This 10 page publication may be purchased as a single item or in a bulk set.  It comes as a complementary 
resource for teachers attending a workshop on this topic.  This booklet addresses the following topics in detail: 
 
 Shouldn’t the students already have learnt to spell? 
Be honest now, there are probably lots of words that you can’t spell yet … 
 

 Why teach spelling? 
• The written word is an important form of communication.  It is a permanent means of conveying information.  

For the author’s meaning to have maximum impact, the surface features … 
 

 What if I can’t spell? 
• No one expects any person to be able to spell every word.  Remember you are writing for an audience 

and you will be judged … 
 

 How can we encourage a positive attitude towards spelling? 
• If students are encouraged to adopt the process that independent spellers use … 

 

 Are there any links between reading, oral language, vocabulary knowledge and spelling? 
• People who read often and widely tend to use a more interesting vocabulary and are often  … 

 

 What if they ask me how to spell a word? 
• First encourage use of a dictionary. 

 

 What about lists? 
• Lists of subject specific words that are required to be known should be provided …

 

 Strategies for Teaching and Learning How to Spell 
Teachers should use the same strategies that they want the students to use for independent learning.   
 

 Seven Steps to Spelling Independence 
 

and much more ….  


